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Pakistan at a Glance
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HISTORY OF CENSUS TAKING

• First regular Population Census in the areas now comprising
Pakistan was held in 1881. Since then regular Censuses were
conducted after every ten years up to 1981.

• After independence six Censuses have been undertaken i.e.
1951, 1961, 1972, 1981, 1998 and the latest in 2017.

• The 6th Population & Housing Census-2017 has been
conducted in two phases from 15th March to 24th May, 2017
as approved by Council of Common Interests (CCI).



Council of Common Interests (CCI) is a constitutional body in
Pakistan. The CCI resolves the disputes of power sharing between
the Federation and Provinces.

Membership of CCI consists of following:
The Prime Minister of Pakistan (Head)
All four Provincial Chief Ministers (Member’s)
Three members to be nominated by Prime Minister 
(Usually Cabinet members)

After passage of the eighteenth Constitutional amendment, it is
mandatory for the Council to meet once in ninety days.

COUNCIL OF COMMON INTERESTS (CCI)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincial_Governments_of_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_Pakistan


CCI in its meeting held on 16th Dec. 2016 decided as under:-

a) Census may be held on traditional method using paper
based questionnaires starting from 15th March, 2017.

b) House Listing and Census Operation may be carried out in
one go. Form-2 only may be used in the Census Operation,
while Form 2-A may be filled in on sample basis, after the
Census Operation is over.

c) Census may be held in two phases, each phase may be
carried out in all the provinces simultaneously.

d) All relevant stakeholders at Federal and Provincial level may
be directed to extend cooperation to PBS during Census
Operation.

CCI’s DECISION  TO CONDUCT CENSUS - 2017



LEGAL AND POLITICAL IMPACT

Census meets Legal / Constitutional requirements for:

• Providing basis for political representation in the National
and Provincial Assemblies (Article 51(5) of the Constitution).

• Delineation of Constituencies for National and Provincial
Assemblies

• Basis of distribution of funds to the federating units by
National Finance Commission (Article 160(2) of the
Constitution).

• Determination of quota for recruitment to all Civil posts in
the Federal Government.



CENSUS  STRUCTURE  
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ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

SET UP COMPRISING  OF

Census District District / Tehsils/  Cantonments / Agencies 

Census Charge
Qanungo Halqa / Part of Urban Area / Cantonment

( 5 To 7 Circles in Charge )

Census Circle
Patwar Circle/ Part of Urban Area / Cantonment. 

( 5 To 7 Blocks in a Circle )

Census Block 200 To 250 Houses

Total Blocks 163676
Phase-1

77317

Phase-2

86359

For complete coverage and effective field supervision, the
country has been delimited on four tier system.



MANUAL MAP OF NANKANA SAHIB MC



SATELLITE IMAGE OF NANKANA SAHIB MC



GROUND FEATURES



BLOCK BOUNDARIES



POINTS OF INTEREST (POIs)



BLOCKS WITH DATA



POINTS OF INTEREST (PoIs)



POINTS OF INTEREST (PoIs)



RASTER MAP OF BLOCK



DEPLOYED STAFF FOR CENSUS - 2017 



RETRIEVAL AND SAFETY OF CENSUS MATERIAL  

• Retrieval plan was prepared in consultation with the Armed
Forces.

• On completion of Census Operation, filled in documents from
the field to the PBS Headquarters have been transported
through NLC Containers under the security of Armed Forces .

• Filled in documents have been received and systematic sorted
in the racks according to Geo-Coding scheme.



• Provisional summary results based on REN-2 Form.

• The provisional summary results on National, Provincial,
Divisional and Admn District level with rural / urban
breakdown.

• Results indicate total number of males, females,
transgender and total population in the country.

• The provisional results was announced in July, 2017.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS 
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PROVISIONAL RESULTS  (REN-2)



Preliminary Results of Census-2017



Population of Pakistan since 1951-2017



Preliminary Results of Census-2017





SCHEDULE OF SCANNING AND VERIFICATION PROCESS

Total Task 45 Million forms

Completion of Scanning 8.5 Months

Completion of data Verification 9 Months
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Tabulation Plan Census-2017

BASIC

Table – 1
Area, population by sex, sex ratio all ages, population density, urban proportion, 
household size and annual growth rate, Pakistan 

Table – 2
Urban localities by population size and their population by sex, annual growth rate 
and household size, Pakistan

Table – 3 Number of rural localities by population size and their population by sex, Pakistan

Table – 4 Population by single year age, sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 5 Population by selected age group, sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 6
Population (15 years and above) by age group, sex, marital status and rural/urban, 
Pakistan

Table – 7
Population (15 years and above) by relationship to the head of household, sex, 
marital status and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 8
Population by sex, age group, relationship to the head of household and rural/urban, 
Pakistan

Table – 9 Population by sex, religion and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 10 Population by nationality, age group, sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 11 Population by mother tongue, sex and rural/urban, Pakistan
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Tabulation Plan Census-2017 (Cont.)

Literacy and Education

Table – 12
Population (10 years and above) by literacy, sex, age group and rural/urban, 
Pakistan

Table – 13 Population (10 years and above) by literacy, sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 14
Literate population (10 years and above) by level of educational attainment, 
sex, age group and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 15
Student population (5 years and above) by educational attainment, sex, age 
group and rural/urban, Pakistan

Economically Active Population

Table – 16
Population (10 years and above) by usual activity, sex, age group and 
rural/urban, Pakistan

Disabled Population

Table – 17 Disabled Population by Sex, Age Group and Rural/ Urban, Pakistan

Table – 18
Disabled Population (05 Years and Above) by Sex, Age Group, Educational 
Attainment and Rural/Urban, Pakistan

Table – 19
Disabled Population (10 Years and Above) by Sex, Age Group, Economic 
Activity and Rural/Urban, Pakistan
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Tabulation Plan Census-2017 (Cont.)

Miscellaneous

Table – 20 Number of persons living abroad by sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 21
Pakistani citizen (18 years and above) by holding computerized national 
identity card age group, sex, and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 22
Homeless population by age group, sex, marital status, religion, literacy, 
economic activity and rural/urban, Pakistan 

Table – 23 Selected population statistics of rural localities, Pakistan

Table – 24 Selected housing characteristics of rural localities, Pakistan

Table – 25 Selected population statistics of urban localities, Pakistan

Table – 26 Selected housing characteristics of urban localities, Pakistan
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Tabulation Plan Census-2017 (Cont.)

Housing Census

Table – 27 Type of housing units, population by sex and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 28 Household by number of persons and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 29
Housing units by household size, number of rooms and rural/urban, 
Pakistan

Table – 30 Housing units by number of rooms, tenure and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 31 Owned Housing units by sex of ownership and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 32
Owned housing units by period of construction, number of rooms and 
rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 33
Housing units by tenure, material used in outer walls, roofs and 
rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 34
Owned housing units by period of construction, material used in outer 
walls, roofs and rural/urban, Pakistan

Table – 35
Housing units by tenure status, source of drinking water, lighting, cooking 
fuel used and rural/urban



Tabulation Plan Census-2017 (Cont.)

Housing Census

Table – 36
Owned  Housing Units By Period Of Construction, Source Of Drinking Water, 
Lighting, Cooking Fuel Used And Rural/Urban

Table – 37 Housing Units By Tenure Status, Housing facilities and Rural/Urban

Table – 38
Owned Housing Units by period of construction, Housing facilities and 
Rural/Urban

Table – 39
Owned housing units by period of construction, material used in outer 
walls, material used in roofs and Rural/Urban

Table – 40 Number of households by source of information and Rural/Urban



INTERNATIONAL  MIGRANTS  DATA SOURCES

The following  are main sources to produce the international 

migrants data in Pakistan:

i) Population & Housing Census

ii) Labour Force Survey (LFS)

iii) Administrative Source:

a. Ministry of Foreign Affairs

b. Ministry of Interior 

iv) International Source:

a. United Nations High Commission for Refugees

(UNHCR)

b. International Organization of Migration (IOM)





Coverage of international Migrant in Census-2017

• Two questions are covered in census questionnaire i.e.
Q.No.8 Nationality

Q.No.13 Persons living abroad for 6 or more months

• The information on these indicators have been compiled in Census
Tabulation Plan – 2017.

Census Year Non- Pakistani data in census (in Million)

Total Male Female

2017 1.4 0.72 0.68

1998* 1.5 0.78 0.75

* Afghan Refugees not included  (6 million 1998)



Coverage of international Migrant in Census-2017  

Issues related to Q.No. 8

• There is no separate publication on immigrants data.

• The Question has only two replies Pakistani Or Non-Pakistani.

• There is no follow-up question for Non-Pakistanis’ about their
Nationality.

• There are some follow-up questions about the country of origin
and reason of Migration in long form (2A), which was
postponed by the government of Pakistan due to some
Administrative Issues.



Coverage of international Migrant in Census-2017  

Issues related to Q.No. 13

• The collected information of emigrants was respondent base and
did not match with the figures published by Administrative

source.

• General Elections in the constituencies and resources
distribution to the villages are on Population based, therefore
respondents didn’t report the family members living in abroad.

• Administrative source is just maintaining the figures of emigrants
exiting the country and didn’t have figures who have returned
back to Pakistan.

Persons living abroad  (in Million)

Census Administrative

5.1 10.4



REMITTANCE  

• Remittance play an important part in supporting Pakistan’s

economy.

• State Bank reported that remittance in year 2017-18 were

estimated US$ 20.6 billion.

• The collected data of Census-2017 the person living abroad is

2.5% of Pakistan’s total population who are potential source of

sending back money to Pakistan.



Afghan Refugee As 31st of December, 2018 in Pakistan

There are 1.4 Million registered Afghan refugees living in Pakistan.

Among them around 0.45 Million living in Refugee camps/ villages

whereas rest is living in general population. (UNHCR)

Census – 2017 
1.4 Million foreigners reported in Pakistan, excluding those living
in refugee camps/ villages.

An approximately 1.8 million Afghan refugees are in Pakistan



Afghan Refugee As 31st of December, 2018 in Pakistan

Source: UNHCR Pakistan

1.4 Million Afghan
Refuges having proof
of registration (PoR)
cardholders and 68%
living outside the
refugees
villages/camps.



LABOUR FORCE SURVEY (LFS)

Objectives of the 
Survey

Objective is to collect comprehensive data on various
dimensions of civilian labour force

Main Indicators

Unemployment rate, Occupational & Industrial structure of
employment, Number of hours worked, Average wages,
Sectoral employment (i.e. formal & informal), National /
International Labour Migration

Coverage All four provinces, Federal Capital, AJK& GB 

Last Conducted 2017-18, Sample Size 43,472 households out of 31.9 million hh

Achievements 34 rounds of LFS  have been conducted  since 1963

Timeline
Field Operation 2017-18 Completed, while Publication in
process



ISSUES  OF INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS  DATA

➢ No special  publication on Migrants

➢ Postponed   of  sample Form-2A (census long questionnaire ) in 

census-2017

➢ PLFS 2017-18 is respondent base household survey  and collected 

data is not presentable

➢ Inflow of Refugees

➢ Inaccessibility of human trafficking data

➢ Data on Migration is dispersed among different Government

agencies




